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IDAHO CENTURY FARM AWARD

Ernest George Bates recognized
for 100 years of farming

The start of Teton High's football
season beginsin Jackson
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RACING THROUGH ALL WEATHER

GRAHAM GOTH

Fred LaRiviere rides through the sun, finishing 10th in the Mountain States Cup at Grand Targhee this past weekend with a time of

3:28.314. See B1 for more.

Idaho land trusts generate nearly
$190M a year, support 800+ jobs

Teton Regional
Land Trust says
saving the land
saves the people

ALEX BRICHOWSKI
Contributor

In July, the Idaho Coalition of
Land Trusts (ICOLT) released
areport finding that land con-
servation and economic vital-
ity gohand in hand. Titled “An
Economic Assessment of the
Idaho Coalition of Land Trusts”
and calculated by Peterson and
Associates, the analysis draws
on survey data from Idaho
land trusts, public economic
data and an Idaho-specific eco-
nomic model to trace how agri-
culture, forestry, grazing and
land trust operations ripple
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PHOTO COURTESY OF TETON REGIONAL LAND TRUST
Teton Regional Land Trust worked with local farmer Boyd Bowles to
protect his three properties at the mouth of Darby Canyon, pictured.
“For the past few years, | have been working with the land trust to
preserve the ground to keep itin agriculture,’Bowles said.”l think
it'll be continued farming for at least another 40 years, or better.

through the state’s economy.
The numbers are striking:

ICOLT’s member land trusts

generate nearly $190 million in

annual economic activity, sup-
port more than 800 jobs and
contribute more than $7 mil-
lion in tax revenue each year.

Even in the lowest-case esti-
mate, land trust-related activ-
ities support more than $113
million in economic activity
and 512 jobs.

Beyond the figures, the
report hands land trusts a pow-
erful tool to say, clearlyand
definitively, that saving the land
saves the people.

“This report is a really help-
ful, additional tool to help us
speak to folks. Conservation
actually financially benefits our
community, our county seats
and our farmers,” said Lydia
Hanson, staff attorney for Teton
Regional Land Trust (TRLT).
“For some people, numbers are
what speaks”

“For some people, numbers
are what speaks” — Lydia Han-
son

More TRUST | A10
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As vaccination
records

lag, Teton
Schools weigh
enforcement
options

Neighboring schools and
districts take a range of
approaches, from strict
enrollment holds to
informal reminder calls

KIRA CORASANTI
Editor

As Teton Valley’s schools head into
anew year, Teton School District 401
board members are discussing what,
ifanything, happens to families who
do not submit their child’s vaccina-
tion paperwork on time.

The district currently allows stu-
dents to enroll and attend without a
record on file if they have received at
least one dose of each required vac-
cine and are actively catching up on
the remaining schedule — known
as conditional enrollment. Then the
school relies on postcards and phone
calls to follow up.

Board members raised the question at
an Aug. 10 meeting, as the district works
to address gaps in its documentation
amid measles outbreaks in the region.

More VACCINE | A9

Six vie for vacant
Victor council seat

ELLIS SMITH
Staff Reporter

Six Victor residents made their
case for a seat on the City Coun-
cil last week, sitting for interviews
during a special meeting Wednes-
day, Aug. 12, as council mem-
bers weighed who should fill the
vacancy.

Erica Linnell, Cindy Riegel and
Carol Nowakowski were interviewed
in a session beginning at 10 a.m.

, and Charles Nussbaum, Bonnie
Chambers and Bert Schnoebelen
were interviewed at 5 p.m., before
aregular meeting of the Council
began at 6 p.m.

More COUNCIL | A5
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Now available at Teton Valley Health Care
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conservation organizations
dedicated to protecting pri-
vatelands. Land trusts are
nonprofit organizations that
work with willing landown-
ers to conserve land, often
through voluntary agree-
ments that let families retain
ownership in exchange for
benefits such as tax breaks,
inreturn for a permanent
agreement that the land will
never be developed.

Conservation is often
understood through what
Hanson calls “amorphous
benefits”: cleaner air, safer
rivers, wilderness rec-
reation, the passage of
cranes on protected migra-
tory routes, and the ranch-
ers, hikers and businesses
that depend on open space.
Research has established
afirmlink between unde-
veloped space and human
mental and physical health,
but those benefits are dif-
ficult to quantify — which
can hinder conservation's
legitimacy in fields such
as policy and agriculture,
where land trusts are work-
ing to play a stronger role.
For Hanson, ICOLT s report
provides concrete evidence
of thatimpact and shows
land trusts are, in her words,
“heavy hitters””

“Stories, not so much
asnumbers, really hit the
heart. Butif you're talking
about governmental enti-
ties, I think alot of times
numbers are the right
move,” Hanson said. “Espe-
ciallyifyourelookingata
state balancing budgets or
alocal county trying to fig-
ure out how to meet their
needs”

“Whetheryourea
hunter, a birder, a boater or
arancher, you benefit from
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The Idaho Coalition of Land Trusts is a nonprofit network of land trusts and conservation
organizations dedicated to protecting private lands. Find out more at
https://www.idaholandtrusts.org.

these protected landscapes,”
said Heath Mann, executive
director of Sagebrush Steppe
Land Trustand vice presi-
dent of the ICOLT board of
directors. “Theres notalot
of things in this world that
can benefit such abroad
range of our population”

Conserved land isn't just
wilderness — it also sustains
human livelihoods, often
through agricultural land
easements.

“The environmental-
istand the agriculture sec-
tors,” Hanson said, “are not

atodds”

AGRICULTURE
CONSERVATION ECONOMY

Atthe mouth of Darby
Canyon, Boyd Bowles
recently conserved his three
properties — 511 acresinall
— land he had worked for
decades. With no children,
Bowles entered the land into
an easement with a succes-
sion plan, allowing hislong-
time neighbors to purchase
itatamore affordable rate.

The deal follows what
Hanson calls American
Farmland Trusts phrase,
“keeping working lands in
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working hands” Thanks to
Bowles’ efforts, Darby Can-
yon will be the only can-
yon in Teton Valley that will
never be developed.

“He saved Darby Canyon
for all of us,” Hanson said.
“Hé'sjust all around a shin-
ing example of conservation
— anincredible example
that folks in all areas, with all
kinds of reasoning and pur-
pose, can do things to save
our valley”

“For the past few years,

I have been working with
the land trust to preserve
the ground to keep itin

to come backin 100 years,
and it'll still look basically
the same”

Idaho’s identity haslong
been tied to farmingand
ranching, dating back to
the displacement of Native
tribes such as the Shoshone
and Bannock, when huge
swaths ofland were cleared
to produce potatoes, soy and
livestock. Idaho is “an agri-
cultural state, culturally and
economically, Hanson said.
“We have such open space
because of our farmers and
producers”

Working farms and
ranches make up more than
185,000 protected acres in
the Idaho land trust net-
work. According to the
report, agriculture on that
conserved land is the larg-
est economic contributor,
accounting for more than
$114 million in total eco-
nomic activity. Sandpoint’s
Kaniksu Land Trust, for
example, protects a 643-
acre property that supports
aworking ranch andlocal
business, Western Pleasure
Guest Ranch, which has
been managed by one fam-
ily for more than 80 years.

When agricultural land is
placed under a conservation
easement, blocking it from
residential development,
local economies see a series
of benefits. The first comes
onamacro scale.

Agricultural land is taxed
atamuch lower rate than
residential land. Though
residential development
generates higher tax reve-
nue, italso requires more
services. When agricultural
land converts to residen-
tial use, the county becomes
responsible for theadded
infrastructure — roads,
water, sewer and electricity

LIVE MUSIC,

increased property tax reve-
nue or development impact
fees. If those fees fall short,
counties may need to raise
general taxes on existing
residents. Hanson said con-
serving agricultural land
can help prevent counties
from facing budget short-
falls or being forced to raise
taxes.

“There isa much higher
cost to the community and
county in particular fora
property ifitis developed
atall versus the ag” Han-
son said. “So our aglands are
supplementing and subsi-
dizing the rest of the coun-
ty’s budget”

“There isa much higher
cost to the community and
county in particular fora
property ifitis developed
atall versus the ag. So our
aglands are supplement-
ingand subsidizing the rest
of the county’s budget” —
Lydia Hanson

The second benefit is for
the individual landowner.
Once an easement is in
place, rights that add sig-
nificant property value —
such as building or subdivi-
sion rights — are stripped,
reducing the property’s
overall cost. That helps
farmers hold onto their land
and makes it easier to trans-
fer atalower cost.

TRLT isalso frequently
able to provide grant funds
to farmers to pay for the
easement — “awonderful
financial contribution used
to keep theland agricul-
tural,” Hanson said. For any
portion they arent compen-
sated for financially, farm-
ers can take a tax deduction
over several years.

More TRUST | A11
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CONNECTIVITY: JOBS,
RECREATION AND NATURE

Jobs follow each ease-
ment. TRLT works with
appraisers, surveyors, title
companies, Biote, Inter-
mountain Aquatics and
arange of contractors. A
number of federal jobs are
tied directly to land trust
and agriculture viability,
particularly through the
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service, along with
jobs tied to farming and
ranching communities.

Recreation on conserved
land brings its own wind-
fall. More than 204,000 peo-
ple visitland trust properties
each year, generating more
than $14 million in eco-
nomic activity, according to
thereport.

In Teton Valley, several
TRLT properties are open
to the public. The Woods
Creek Fen classroom, just
before Bates Bridge, is an
open space where visitors
can parkand walk. Signage
explains the area’s native his-
tory, the wildlife found there
and the biological processes

Idaho land trust economic contributions, by the numbers

m $189.7 millionin total
salesimpact

m 818 jobs supported

m $50.9 million in wages
and compensation

m $7.2millioninlocaland
state tax revenue

m 204,000 annual visitors to
land trust properties

m $20.4 millionin annual-
land trust operating expen-
ditures

m 243 staff, seasonal work-
ers, contractors, and ven-
dors supported directly
by land trust organiza-
tions

*These figures, calculated

wetland spaces we have
along the center of the val-
ley;” Hanson said.

TRLT also created the
Teton Creek Corridor
Trail in May 2021, part-
nering with Teton County
and Teton Valley Trailsand
Pathways. The property,
part of which is owned by
the land trust, is open to the
public for recreation. Along

by Peterson and Associates,
are estimates according to
survey information from
Idaho land trusts, publicly
available economic data,
and an Idaho-specific eco-
nomic model.

More about the study:

The study was commis-
sioned by ICOLT and con-
ducted by Petersonand
Associates using survey
information from Idaho
land trusts, publicly avail-
able economicdata,and an
Idaho-specific economic
model. Researchers eval-
uated economic activity
associated with agriculture,
forestry, grazing, tourism,
and land trust operations.

opened theirland to foot
traffic.

That accessibility drives
economic activity in the
form of tourism: More vis-
itors to the valley means
more spending in town,
creating a feedback loop
between conservation and
tourism that maintainsland,
supportslocal homeowners,
generates income for work-

Not all land trusts were able
to provide complete data,
and some sectors such as
tourism and grazing are
inherently difficult to mea-
sure precisely. For that rea-
son, the figuresin the report
should be viewed as reason-
able estimates rather than
an exact accounting.

The report presents both a
base-case estimate (repre-
sented in this press release)
and a conservative low-
er-bound estimate. Even
under the lower-bound sce-
nario, land trust-related
activities support more
than $113 million in eco-
nomic activity and 512 jobs.

2026, alarge agricultural
parcel between the Teton
River and Horseshoe Can-
yon.

It was a “beautiful, two-
pronged conservation
vision that the land trust is
helping realize;” Hanson
said. The landowner wanted
to create a wildlife corridor
from the Teton River to the
Big Holes that also sustains

already protected proper-
ties. Sometimes those are
other easement proper-
ties, but most of the time
we bump them up next to
the Forest Service ora BLM
parcel,” Hanson said. “The
thought behind that is the
connectivity. We don’t want
to end up with alittle con-
served postage stamp in the
middle ofabunch of devel-
opment. This really helps
with the wildlife corridor,
and it helps buffer and pro-
tect those publiclands as
well”

None of this would be
possible without local resi-
dents, Hanson said.

“We are doing great work,
but it’s because we have
such amazing landowners
who want to see this done.
We always want to be really
mindful of that,” Hanson
said. “It's the landowners
who have been conserving
the land from day one. We
are just going to help them
going forward”

THE BIGGER WHY
“We are a net positive,”
Mann said of Idaho land
trusts. “We provide a ben-
efit to our local, state and

future”

Numbers aside, Hanson
believes the work still comes
down to caring.

“Sometimes having these
numbers can really illumi-
nate the benefit of things like
land conservation,” Hanson
said. “ButI think we criti-
cally have to keep the stories,
or we lose that bigger ‘why.”

Between dataand feel-
ing, farmers and conserva-
tionists, there is a bridge:
theland. One person might
be balancing a county bud-
get; another might just
be hoping to create more
paths through nature’s sol-
itude. Those aims aren't
justaligned — they coexist.
Conservation doesn't just
create space to birdwatch. It
sustains livelihoods, and the
future.

ICOLTs report, ulti-
mately, handsland trustsa
far-reaching megaphone
— one whose voice extends
past recreationists to reach
agriculturists and policy-
makers. What it's saying is
that everyone is on the same
side.

Hanson putitbest: “We
all might have our differ-

atworkina fen. the Teton River, several ersand connectspeopleto  agriculture. national economies, not ent reasonings or differ-
TRLT hosts field trips landowners — who Hanson  nature. “We want alot of the justinjobsand wages,but  entvalues that we associate
there to support publicedu-  said “really want the public TRLT closed its most properties we look for to alsoin helping our ranches  with open space, butall of us
cation about “our wonderful toaccesstheriver”—have  recent projectin January have some connectivityto ~ and farmsbeviableforthe  valueit”
Va CCi he / from A9 bothIdahoand Wyoming  “Usually if we send outa vaccine requirements kindergarten at TSD401 are Health runs weekly immu-
require a doctor’s signa- couple reminders, then remain a state matter, setby currentlyrequiredtohave  nization clinic hoursin
NEIGHBORING ture fora medical waiver, ~ the parentsarelike, ‘Yeah,  the Legislature, notthe fed- doses of MMR, diphtheria, ~Driggs every Tuesday from
SCHOOLS, DIFFERENT  and Wyomingaddition- we don't dQ that’ Afld then  eral government. Eastern  tetanusand pertussis, polio, 8a.m.to 5 p.m.,and typi-
APPROACHES ally requires sign-offfrom  they comein andsignthe  [daho Public Health says hepatitis Band hepatitis A.  cally hosts a back-to-school
In Victor, Moun- acounty or state health exemption. its own recommendations “Werecommend every-  immunization clinic at
tain Academy’s policy officer. Asked what she does have not changed since the ~ body talk to their physi- Driggs schools each Octo-
on enforcing immuniza- The handbookalso notes  whena family does not order. cianaboutit. I think every- ber.

tion records takes a firmer
stance. According to Head
of School Leila Poutiatine,
citing Mountain Acade-
my’s Student and Family
Handbook, a student can-
not register for the year
without submitting either
avaccination record or a
signed exemption form.

In the 2025-26 school
year, Mountain Academy
had 61.5% of its kindergar-
ten class vaccinated against
MMR. Elsa Rall, market-
ing and communications
manager for Teton Science
Schools, told Teton Valley
News that for the 2026-27
school year, the school cur-
rently has noimmuniza-
tion exemptions on file for
kindergarten students at
Mountain Academy.

The handbook requires
parents and guardians
to submit immunization
records — written certifi-
cation from alicensed phy-
sician, their representative
or a public health author-
ity — as part of enroll-
ment, with documenta-
tion of the month, day and
year of each required shot
kept in the student’s cumu-
lative record. Exemptions
are available for medical
or religious reasons, but

that in the event of an out-
break of a vaccine-pre-
ventable disease, non-im-
munized students may

be barred from attend-
ing school regardless of
exemption status.

Poutiatine said the
school put together a
task force this summer to
address vaccination issues
in response to the summer
outbreaks.

To the north — in Mad-
ison County — Sugar-Sa-
lem School District’s pro-
cess sits somewhere in
between. Jeanette Ekins,
Central Elementary’s
school secretary, enters
immunization informa-
tion into Iris, Idaho’s state
immunization report-
ing system, around Octo-
ber each year. Families are
asked for immunization
records during screening in
March, but Ekins said “we
don’t always receive them
right away”

After the school year
starts, the district sends
reminders asking families
to turn in whatever is miss-
ing, similar to TSD401’s
approach. Some par-
ents respond by filing for
aphilosophical or reli-
gious exemption, she said.

respond to reminders at all,
Ekins said staff can search
the Iris system directly for
that student, since the state
may already have a record
even if the family never sub-
mitted one to the school.
“Idoasearch toseeifl
can find them on the sys-
temand then I can print
them out,” Ekins said. “I
do search for every stu-
dent that we don’t have one
[for], just to verify that if
they have anything done in
the system?”

EXECUTIVE ORDER

The Trump administra-
tion’s Aug. 10 order cut the
federally recommended
childhood vaccine list from
18 to 11 diseases: mea-
sles, mumps, rubella, diph-
theria, tetanus, pertussis,
polio, Hib, pneumococcal
disease, HPV and varicella.

Trump said the changes
were prompted by ris-
ing autism rates, arguing
that children who received
fewer vaccines decades
ago were healthier. Mul-
tiple large studies, includ-
inga 2019 Danish study of
more than 650,000 chil-
dren, have found no link
between the MMR vaccine
and autism.

In Idaho, school-entry

AFFORDABLE
CABIN STAINING

EXTERIOR.PAINTING AND

STAINING.

PRESSURE WASHING

“The state has not
adjusted the number and
type of vaccines that are
recommended to children,’
McAdams said, “and there
have not been changes to
the exemption policy for
school enrollment,”

Children entering

body has a different recom-
mendation. However, over-
all vaccination is the best
way to protect somebody
against disease or a virus.
Mcadams said.

For families who want
to catch up before school
starts, Eastern Idaho Public
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Ifa student is showing
measles symptoms, McAd-
ams said, the recommen-
dationisto calladoc-
tor’s office ahead of arrival
rather than walking in,
so clinics can isolate the
patient and mask staff to
prevent spread.
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